worked together for the hest interests of the regime;
but they must not be held responsible for the differ-
ences of opinion which unquestionably existed in
the party and which both strove to assuage. Some
of the more energetic leaders did not approve of the
rather temporizing policy of M. Eouher and would
have preferred seeing a more aggressive man at the
head of the Bonaparte interests. The Duke of
Padua was often put forward for this post. So was
Greneral Fleury, who had shown so much devotion to
the Bonapartes and the cause. There had been a
time when these two excellent men were not on
friendly terms. But both realized that if the Bona-
partes were to succeed, there must be union in rank
and file. So they quickly buried their differences
in the common interests. The Empress had great
confidence in M. Eouher, but this did not prevent
her from taking the advice of other friends of the
Empire. The Prince Imperial acted in the same
catholic fashion, and here again mother and son
were of quite one mind. He would study the whole
situation thoroughly and then would arrive at a
conclusion whose correctness often surprised those
who remembered his youth at the time. So it be-
came more and more evident that he was the " re-
serve" of the conservative party of France, espe-
cially since the Oomte de Chambord had, the year
before, put himself in a position where he could not
hope modern France would follow him. His return
to France was possible, if the general situation took
a favorable turn. Mother and son both felt this and
both saw what a new and responsible position was
theirs, This alone would have more than sufficed to
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